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Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the
king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his
sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king
sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was
grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made
him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.On the morrow they (199)
returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when
Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the
most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning
and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her
of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced
with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to
the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the
door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold
profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to
death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.He lay the rest of the
night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good
for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this
town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and
his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the
issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and
occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that
which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma
said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we
have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her
affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I
and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for
whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.At this the accursed Iblis was moved to
delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my
heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the
following verses:.So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred
dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the
morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none
other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls
with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to
thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a
good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason
of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this
bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to
weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined
after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the
hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met
with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es
Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..? ? ? ? ? Yea,
horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind
her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high
estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of
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white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a
fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long
passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were
four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the
understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..The young
man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his
family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the
story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more
magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".When the dead man found himself alone, he
sprang up, as he were a Satan, and donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be
took his shroud under his arm and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the
washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and
saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt never again look upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after
travail and trouble, and if he speak, they will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,'
answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..After this came the horseman, who had taken
Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The king
bade bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and when
the king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they
murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not
the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think
that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought
protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and
banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves
who proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road
and despoiled me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I
avenged myself on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the
woman I took from him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed
that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard
this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him,
marvelling at that which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how
he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the
throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness
and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the
young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the
chiefest of their reliance, especially for kings.".Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying,
"Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from
him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his
arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the
heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen
[Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword
right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were
fearful of him.".20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and
knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and
said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist
started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came
the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to
the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and
opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating
and swore that he would not go forth of the house till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For
your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the
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calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun
the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst
thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused,
for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast
outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she
is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will
betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.It chanced
one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the
eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to
sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And
the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him
spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.'
Then he told him all that had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou
shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there
abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a
[certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the realm assembled together to
the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid her the service of the kingship
and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and paid him homage; after which
they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye know that
ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning my investment [with the royal
dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's apparel, so haply my case
might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king
and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye
set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most High and thanksgiving [to
Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.Presently, in came the draper, at the
hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for
that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife
and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and
seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he
was wroth because it was burnt..? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky, unflecked with white;.A certain
assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and
knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the
lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not
ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he,
"according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her
mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth."
Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein
the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage
with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged,
and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him,
"I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".Still do I yearn, whilst passion's
fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it
was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed,
and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she
knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for
him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I
lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of
unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he
used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from
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them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this
man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with
thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take
the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the
robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".Now the king of the Greeks heard
tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage
of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath
sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me
thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the
issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have
written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but
concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have
our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.When the prefect saw this, he said,
"By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose
and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light
matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion
had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he
had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived
me not.".Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..God, Of Trust in, i. 114..? ? ? ? ? This is
my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..On this wise he abode a space of days,
after which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to
diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them
with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of
him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah
repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit
him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring
him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King
Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him
by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and
obedience.".25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart
forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust
upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A
madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the
boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the
chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to
speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the
life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the
granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the
wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and
cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But
thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant
betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any
business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am
not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded
with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the
volume, the Arabic the page.? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..Sons,
The Merchant and his, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to
lie!.So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that
should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and
grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon
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the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly
and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent
unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this
speech, but smote him and cut off his head.."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known
and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered
Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following
verses:.Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my
wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy
dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God
amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's
leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and
him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..Then they brought trays and tables
and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the
following verses:.Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways
still would she turn aside..This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more
extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story
and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following
day..? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches
turn back to it there..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her
and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel
and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as
with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to
an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned
thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon
him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel
and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the
morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for
succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from
thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a
casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy
converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you
to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".End of Volume I..There was
once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was
renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he would not return to his
lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its people, who
[went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price of dried figs..Now the woman
was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service, were those who had been charged with the
guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted that which had befallen
them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked
overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made severance between them and their parents;
brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were her very sons and cried out to
them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you and me is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token
and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away,
all three..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and
taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks
cried out, and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came
before him, he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my
Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the
officers of my realm to do the like and obey him in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken
unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the
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Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss
ye the earth before him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the
Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they should say to him and how they
should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself and slept..? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid,
if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS
VIZIER..As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay
the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy
son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to
whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of
this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall
be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..Idiot and the Sharper, The, i.
298..? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?."O elder," added
she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare
thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I
am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be
assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and have bidden thee
beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of
his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and making
her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission, wilt
thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?" And
she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on this
wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.There was once aforetime a
certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and
perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the
intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat
on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..The queen drank off her
cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand
dinars..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he
knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God
the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit
the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God
caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in
the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had
vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his
family..Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me. (Quoth he).An if my substance
fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..59. El Mutelemmis and his Wife
Umeimeh dcxlviii."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom
I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that
wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and
exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they
rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls,
and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange
one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there
were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but
"daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft,
even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of
them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I
should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few
days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now
I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my
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desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and
boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I
took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid
the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf
dccccxxi.One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he
lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was
penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and
wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he
himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a
dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he
sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the
saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes
about upon everything in the shop..7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.163. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccccxl.As
for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did
away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a
heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in
affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead.
He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him
relief and he came by the gold.".Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that
she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which
Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry
her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.So he left him for dead and entering
his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.'
Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world
was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could
not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and
fortified himself therein..Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose
quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried
out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they
of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of
them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..The draper
answered with "Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the deputy's presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the
casket and] somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At break of day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out
and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about him and all who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to
them, saying even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited abroad. Then he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the
chief of the police, cried out and complained and made a show of distraction..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said
to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou
makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but
the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing
thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she
said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit
and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.On this wise I abode a while of time,
every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants
without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth
whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he
plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright,
wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I
absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there
awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill,
stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the
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bones..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of
women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and
perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he
doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of
wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused
herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the
place..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of
his grace will not forget me e'er..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote
upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the
sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and
eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of
that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he
shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the
girls singing..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour
ccxcvii.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for
many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy
permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was
exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the
affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us
out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE
NIGHT..As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of
that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and
bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and
when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee
mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch
her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..Presently, El Abbas looked
out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories;
but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy
victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he
was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in
Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love
and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to
him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if
it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".The Seventh Day.."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land
of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace
and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them.
Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his
father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot
brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings,
who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged
in his entrails..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and
none might make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards
and servants came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he
issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and
when they had seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make
ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas
looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.The
old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her
and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence
to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead
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in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound
his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? Yea,
and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..? ? ? ? ? Thy
letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..? ? ? ? ? No rest is there
for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee
incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ,
"Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God incontinent." (119).How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in
woe? iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.As for Er
Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he
could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and
wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones,
worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he
went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of
his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..Now, when the draper saw the
turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him of the dowry and what
not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to the draper's house. The
wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have
fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion of her and
went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose his life
for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now
have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be
obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was
decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier,
who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king,
that.? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment
regale..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..The Fifth Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? And
whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er
Reshid dcxlv.The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to
him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the
better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame
(271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered
himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who
was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of
lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose
charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me consent..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.?STORY OF THE
FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the
Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people
of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He
hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel!
Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the
Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following
verses:.So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and
said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take
thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife
and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a
man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take him
and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest
me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but
she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made
an end of him and he swooned away..Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who
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had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest
of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw
him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such
a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he
repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the
look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot,
and I can take the whole.'.Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..66. The Imam Abou Yousuf
with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were
behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who
were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and
straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these
parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and
she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had
befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon
him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a
nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.When the evening came, the king bade fetch the
vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king
(but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.? ? ? ? ? But deemed
yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou
the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih
the, i. 183..Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187.
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