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When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an
one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came
hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on
the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the
chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.With this the
king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Now there was a ruined building hard
by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him
and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his
corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk
and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he
imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than
the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".Then he went on and presently there met him a third
woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four
danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and
hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power
to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story
more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her
cunning contrivance for herself.".So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself
a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and
fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and
their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a home..Then the astrologers made their
calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them,
'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in
the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an
affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give
us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be
at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my
endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR.
(163).Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had
come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant
to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon
him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of
furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er
obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to
her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so
may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took
him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How
much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and
bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year
is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon
Mariyeh."."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his
wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and
setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of
one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and
entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to
this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for
his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his
own country..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..Then they accosted the owner of the ass
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and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and
swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand
dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not
do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto
of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood
its folk.'.Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty
and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested
with him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he
repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his
hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her,
bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street
to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.? ? ? ?
? The curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..Then she wept and
the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she
covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and going out from her, ran
without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the
Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour,
"This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and
wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady
believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and wept..? ?
? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..The draper answered with
"Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the deputy's presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and]
somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At break of day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked
and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about him and all who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying
even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited abroad. Then he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the
police, cried out and complained and made a show of distraction..[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were,
behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and
weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is
fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good];
else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly
perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose
upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and
said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and
charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house.
Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the
price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms
and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little
while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in
her praise..97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as
burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the
Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and
blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they
deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city.
Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and
notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end
of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of
this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy,
wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant
in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my
friend related to me.".? ? ? ? ? I am content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
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ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and
showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore
concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been
put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of
good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,]
and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon
God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is
missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief
concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid
and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are
present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".Prisoner
and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the house, and he said to
her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's wife,]
'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had lost.' And Selim also
cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to them forthright and
loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the
Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did
commend of musk and camphor white,.All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came
forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves.
(Quoth he).Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his
errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some
days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and
Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a
device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea.
Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord."
"What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever
I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down
from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which
they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified
in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him,
little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward
and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against
themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat
and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and
make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy
due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this
inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will
deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a
ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with
gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A
MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of
every eye..? ? ? ? ? Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes; My case it hath altered and banished repose..10. Women's Craft
cxcv-cc.Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he
handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season
of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the
following verses:.The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said,
'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and
he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give
thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou
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hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.'
When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou
desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have
named to thee.'.IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the
Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..When Shefikeh saw that which
betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but
she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest.
By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee
that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause
of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the
daughters of the kings.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..57. Abou Nuwas with the Three
Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of
all the treaders of the clay..When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of
my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river,
to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the
water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst
awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind
yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after
question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat
they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that
thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my
weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And
flout the time that languishing doth go..100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears,
Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..?Story of Abou Sabir..38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.As for me, I stood, with my head
bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless
baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the
folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the
end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it
reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and
that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed
I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but
happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for
Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the
back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the
following verses:.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the
Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..God keep the days of
love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades
kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and
made therein an underground passage communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her
husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By
Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him
thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife
and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by
the underground passage to her chamber and donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister
and salute her husband and make friends with them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I
not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.When the king heard
this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow],
according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil
his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.There was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El
Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went
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out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he would not return to his lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now
there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its people, who [went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung,
which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price of dried figs..Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and
she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from
weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful
eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept;
whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in
her heart:.One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her,
wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady
Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not
of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called
down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go
forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath
forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be
as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though
it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with
thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but
one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked
her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..Then he went to fetch that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and
returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst
not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that
which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this,
and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou
hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee
aught.' And he drove him away from him..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever
near,.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood
looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..Quoth Jesus (on whom be
peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently
is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor
goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single
dirhem.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.Now there was in his
neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief
and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his
love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.'
The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man,
saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him
with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts;
after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused
the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been
preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his
heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.King's Daughter of Baghdad, El
Abbas and the, iii. 53..So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and
burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door.
When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to
her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and
she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in
the place of prayer and went away..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.? ?
? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine
favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she
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repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited
him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn
her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall
turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case,
saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou
knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this
again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she
have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the
sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and
to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.Then he left
beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money,
and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be
fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man,
how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That
makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up
and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he
answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my
dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou
have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine
eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he,
and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my
possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered
she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.' [So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said
to her, 'Keep this door.'.? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..There
came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who grew up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and
became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most
High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And
the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most High.'.Then said the
prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's
kingdom, where the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet
him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the
country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain.
The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's
death..Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45.
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