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? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..The Twenty-Third Night

of the Month..Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon

them thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to

flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found

himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree

and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he

brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now

laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..And when she had made an

end of her song, she wept sore..As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her

husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in

himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul'

And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door,

he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard

him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the

house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and

came to sing to you.'.Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left

and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go

round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are

delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our

lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after

stress.'.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a

weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain

(139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..Then said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought

himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and

I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record

is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes;

after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso

lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred

dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I

am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make

proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the

Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the pref'rence aye, ii.

235..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the

trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on

their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day

and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the

prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When

the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as

they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother.

When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the

prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..Physician by his

Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i.

45..The Fourth Day..Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and

fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said,

'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my

anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her,

saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me

this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife,
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'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing

and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook

himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.Weaver

who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or

late..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I

come but once a year, and but a little stay..King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou

that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he

fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind.

Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following

verses:.The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the

people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy.

Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin]

that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality],

it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..When King

Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to

bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast

them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now

those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik

Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High

for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees;

and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and

seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they

had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..Trust in God, Of, 114..? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and

wake ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.Had we thy

coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on

slaying me are bent!.Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her

abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days

after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady,

accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me

therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six

months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..Patience, Of the

Advantages of, i. 89..117. The Favourite and her Lover M.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while my

body for desire in mortal peril went!.When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou

find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou

soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold

upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice,

before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's

shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so

they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..However, he would

not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the

morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement

[for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the

ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other

and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore

I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death;

but they found her not..155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.163. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the

Merman dccccxl.When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to

drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed

concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was

not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do
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thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and

no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer,

iii. 94. 249----.Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the

Two Sharpers clii.? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..? ? ? ? ? All, all,

for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..?OF

THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.When three nights had passed over her with their

days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of

a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor

was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that

strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the

youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to

Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting]

the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed

herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..? ? ? ? ? j.

The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and

his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted

Youth xxi.The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave

reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no

knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was

not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is

it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the

privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to

foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in

with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so

wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go

to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..When the king heard this, he

was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said,

"Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it

on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They

decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying.

The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and

threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and

seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave

themselves up for lost..THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.Prince who

fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their

hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..As soon as his father-in-law had departed for

Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats and exquisite

sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and his brother in

their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what while their

wives continued in the love of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the preachers

prayed for them from the pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..So Abdulmelik went

away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and

acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in

marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of

the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and

drew up the contract of marriage..? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from

his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went

with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land

of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him,

'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go
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to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms

on my account.] (34).STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they

had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the

welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they

rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and

that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they

assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom

the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they

made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought

him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the

presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most

delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the

mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations

and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth

waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el

Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of

Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa.

Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with

me and suing for my sight!.The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness

of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with

them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or

[other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road

which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one

of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and

returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then

he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his

wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not

the place where they were..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.Then I took the

present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him,

together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the

utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O

my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212)

there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and

session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind

him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take

horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate

and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof

nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall

die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of

his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from

falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array

and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and

recited the following verses:.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.Your water I'll leave without

drinking, for there, i. 210..?Story of Prince Bihzad..? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and

grew,.? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..On the third day I said

to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was

veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I

knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I

passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances
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at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1

marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going

round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine

account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in

concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the

night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".Then he caused rear him

among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook

himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was

needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who

should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had

with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again

into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass by..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of

the Uselessness of, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky, unflecked with white;.? ? ? ? ? The

camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch

Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..Thy presence honoureth us

and we, i. 13..Then she arose and returned to her chamber..Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a

dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of

her one of her describers in the following verses:.So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the

mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon

he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell

down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for

drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded,"

answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen

down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I

am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them

therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".21. Omar

ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the

fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other

sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How

can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to

examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not

worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out

at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not

worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which

we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..? ? ? ? ? c. The

Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story.

So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the

Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people

of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He

hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel!

Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the

Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following

verses:.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and

clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled

them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to

their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and

clapped them in prison..As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself,

'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had

devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went

forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast
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himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered

the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi

Amrillah, The, iii. 171..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his

house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the

ensuing day..? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..The company

marvelled at this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was yet more extraordinary than all this.'

Quoth El Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread

and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the

smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at

this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing

upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a

stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was

amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the

picture.".?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself

concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened

upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She

gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her,

"O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the

nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..As they were thus in the

enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a

knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door.

When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of

thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said,

"Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer

at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the

sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened

not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.Therewithal

Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their

lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom

belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen.
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