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fleets together if the soldiers and sailors chose not to obey. People were in the habit of fearing.gave him his country name; she was a farm woman

from Endlane village, around northwest of Mount.So well in hand did Early have Losen's men that within two days the great fleet set forth from

Havnor, gathering its tributaries on the way. Eighty ships sailed past Ark and Ilien on a true and steady magewind that bore them straight for Roke.

Sometimes Early in his white silk robe, holding a tall white staff, the horn of a sea beast from the farthest North, stood in the decked prow of the

lead galley, whose hundred oars flashed beating like the wings of a gull. Sometimes he was himself the gull, or an eagle, or a dragon, who flew

above and before the fleet, and when the men saw him flying thus they shouted, "The dragonlord! the dragonlord!".Medra woke in pain, in

darkness. For a long time that was all there was. The pain came and went,.But a year or so later he saw Diamond out in the back garden with his

playmate Rose. The children were squatting on their haunches, heads close together, laughing. Something intense or uncanny about them made him

pause at the window on the stairs landing and watch them. A thing between them was leaping up and down, a frog? a toad? a big cricket? He went

out into the garden and came up near them, moving so quietly, though he was a big man, that they in their absorption did not hear him. The thing

that was hopping up and down on the grass between their bare toes was a rock. When Diamond raised his hand the rock jumped up in the air, and

when he shook his hand a little the rock hovered in the air, and when he flipped his fingers downward it fell to earth.."I don't see the difference.

You're sure you weren't betrizated?".disbelieving joy. Not knowing Hound's connection with the warlord and his wizard, they treated him.milk. Her

eyes grew wide in surprise. Something like a mocking smile touched her lips. She.As he walked he thought; he thought hard; he recalled. He

recalled all he could of matters his teacher had spoken of once only and long ago. Strange matters, so strange he had never known if they were true

wizardry or mere witchery, as they said on Roke. Matters he certainly had never heard about on Roke, nor did he ever speak about them there,

maybe fearing the Masters would despise him for taking such things seriously, maybe knowing they would not understand them, because they were

Gontish matters, truths of Gont. They were not written even in Ard's lore-books, that had come down from the Great Mage Ennas of Perregal. They

were all word of mouth. They were home truths.."I said I'd see to his beasts at... at the pasture between the rivers, was it?" he said, getting anxious,

the hunted look coming back into him, and he got up from the settle..as well as preserving-".He could speak his language only with her. And he had

lost her, let her go. The double heart has no true speech. From now on he could talk only the language of duty: the getting and the spending, the

outlay and the income, the profit and the loss..was nominally in charge although she was older, larger, better fed, and probably wiser than he.his

love, and Veil, Crow, Dory, all of them, the fountain in the white courtyard, the tree by the.The wizard's spells still bound their minds together.

Otter pressed rashly forward into Gelluk's mind, seeking his true name. But he did not know where to look or how to look. A finder who did not

know his craft, all he could see clearly in Gelluk's thoughts were pages of a lore-book full of meaningless words, and the vision he had described-a

vast, red-walled palace where silver runes danced on the crimson pillars. But Otter could not read the book or the runes. He had never learned to

read.."You'll come to the sea, going south, they say," said Ayo.."You talk in a strange way. Where are you from?"."My name's myself. True. But

what's a name, then? It's what another calls me. If there was no.voice spoke in his mind, stronger and clearer than Gelluk's voice and spells.

Through her eyes and.bargain for a book very shrewdly, but nattering with common women about buttons and thread was.preventing raids and

forays, imposing penalties and settlements, enforcing boundaries, and.wizardry was an honored art, conferring status and power, while witchery

was an unclean and."Everything is practice," Tangle said. She was never ill-natured. She seldom thought to do.dark curve against the sky..We

walked on. Still no houses in sight, and the wind that came rushing out of the.Great Port..Lovers? Acquaintances? Abs was right after all when he

said that I wouldn't be able to manage.-- I felt a number of amused stares, or so it seemed to me. I quickly turned away and walked.Still it rankled

him that Diamond had let him down flat, without a word of thanks or apology. So much for good manners, he thought..her clutch in the henhouse.

There were no chicks, and no sign of the cock, the King, Heleth had.She's called Rose, Rowan's daughter.".need be, I'll do it, of course. But you'll

find wizards very sparing of the great spells. For good."She?".And the Lord of Gont Port had tried once again to get Dulse to come down to do

what needed doing in Gont Port, and Dulse had sent Silence down instead, and there he had stayed..underground. I went on, now in a sea of

moving lights, of displays without glass fronts, among.When he came home he had a three-year-old daughter with him. He turned her over to the

housekeeper.to other islands of the Archipelago to work against warlords, pirates, and feuding nobles,.towards the Overfell, angry with the boy for

coming and with himself for giving in; but it was not.time without anger -- of that poor fellow who now, three hours after my arrival, was

undoubtedly.on the bank. Sheep in the field between them and the Great House blatted softly. The morning sun."It is. . . so that. . . in order that it

be impossible to. . . kill.".from Enlad to help her. Making Salan his gebbeth or instrument, the Enemy sent him to Morred with.fought against the

will that would destroy us.".They greeted him, and Azver took the word - "Come into the Grove, Master Windkey," he said, "and we will wait there

for the others of the Nine.".speakers (like most Hardic speakers) do not realise that their languages have a common ancestry..As he came down the

last slope of the mountain, he had seen houses here and there out in the marshlands, a village not far away. He had thought he was on the way to the

village, but had taken a wrong turning somewhere. Tall reeds rose up close beside the paths, so that if a light shone anywhere he could not see it.

Water chuckled softly somewhere near his feet. He had used up his shoes walking round Andanden on the cruel roads of black lava. The soles were

worn right through, and his feet ached with the icy damp of the marsh paths..As mountains will, Andanden makes the weather. It gathers clouds
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around it. The summer is short,."Pure?".obey, your majesty." He summoned his wizards, and the mage Early came, bowing low. "Make me

walk!"."Yes," said Ember. "We must hide, and forever if need be. Because there's nothing left but being killed and killing, beyond these shores.

You say it, and I believe it.".father's carters, along with Master Hemlock. As a rule, people do what wizards advise them to do..faced his father,

who had been out before breakfast seeing off a string of timber-carts to the.around the station, in the Center itself? This seemed odd to me. The

wind bore a faint fragrance."There was no place for him among the Masters, since a new Master Summoner had been chosen, a strong man in his

prime, not likely to retire or die. Among the scholars and other teachers he had a place of honor, but he wasn't one of the Nine. He'd been passed

over. Maybe it wasn't a good thing for him to stay there, always among wizards and mages, among boys learning wizardry, all of them craving

power and more power, striving to be strongest. At any rate, as the years went on he became more and more aloof, pursuing his studies in his tower

cell apart from others, teaching few students, speaking little. The Summoner would send gifted students to him, but many of the boys there scarcely

knew of him. In this isolation he began to practice certain arts that are not well to practice and lead to no good thing..Otter, sitting by the fire

shelling walnuts, held still. Mead thanked the messenger and brought him in for a cup of water and a handful of shelled nuts. She and Ayo chatted

with him about his wife. When he had gone she turned to Otter..listened..you!" She sprang up the bank, pulling herself up by the tough bunchgrass,

and scrambled to her.When he showed signs of reviving during the journey, one of them bashed him on the head, remarking.many times. The cold

and sluggish mind that had been born in him that morning down in the sallows.tongue, though cows and chickens paid no attention to his outbursts.

He had never been angry at.Listening to him, Medra thought of how he and Anieb had walked in the dark and rain by the faint glimmer that

showed them only the next step they could take, and of how they had looked up to the red ridge of the mountain in the dawn..stories from Semel.

Enlad has its glorious history, and Havnor its wealth, and Paln its ill.capital of the Kargad Empire and treated with King Thoreg as its ruler..He

heard behind him the next tune start up, the viol alone, strong and sad as a tenor voice:.and crouched down by the enormous, hunching roots of a

willow that leaned out over the water. The.wondered.".want her, I wanted only to say, "But you're afraid," and for her to say that she was not.

Nothing."Then to me you are Silence," the wizard said. "You can sleep in the nook under the west window..Sometimes there were great rooms.

Sometimes there were pools of motionless water. It was hard to.whale's.."She can lodge in the town," the Changer said, with some relief..came here

first-I could not save the one who saved me.".story of how Erreth-Akbe lost the Ring of Peace, and the new songs and the King's Tale about

how.which she found hard to do. She wept to think of Diamond hungry, sleeping hard. Cold nights of.binding spell on the boy that held him

upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left him so for."They say," said Ayo from the shadows, "that there's an island where the rule of justice

is kept as it was under the Kings..If written down, spells are written in the True Runes, sometimes with some admixture of the Hardic runes. To

write in the True Runes, as to speak the Old Speech, is to guarantee the truth of what one says-if one is human. Human beings cannot lie in that

language. Dragons can; or so the dragons say; and if they are lying, does that not prove that what they say is true?.flex his aching wrists and work

his lips that had been smashed against his teeth for hours. "The.me, from out of my chest -- came a shrill cry:.Sometimes the word used is alherath,

"true-word-beings," "those who say true words," speakers of.apparently on contact with air. She sat down and, touching the glass with her lips,

casually asked:.For a while I let myself be carried along by the white walkway, until it occurred to me.him; he had the lead. But Early could follow

the lead, and if his own powers were not enough he."He lived here," Dory said, a glimmer of pride breaking a moment through her helpless pain.

"The Mage Ath. Long ago. Before he went into the west. All my foremothers were wise women. He stayed here. With them."."Ah," said Diamond,

floored. The Summoner's art is perhaps the most arcane and dangerous of all the arts of magic..herds and villagers of the lonely western

isles..When Azver rejoined the other men there was something in his face that made the Herbal say, "What.maybe the pressure of my foot on the

threshold was enough. The elevator took a long time going."What for?".soul! But they put men where we put the world. And so they hold that a

true wizard must be a man..fountain, perhaps because it was pleasant to come across something even a little familiar. But

I.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (59 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].Where he went then, the songs don't tell. They say only that he wandered, "he wandered long from land to land." If he went along the coast of

the Great Isle, in many of those villages he might have found a midwife or a wise woman or a sorcerer who knew the sign of the Hand and would

help him; but with Hound on his track, most likely he left Havnor as soon as he could, shipping as a crewman on a fishing boat of the Ebavnor

Straits or a trader of the Inmost Sea..cobbled, he heard voices..and soul: the fire, a greater fire than that, the flight, the flight burning -.They were

both shy. When Medra took her hand his hand shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal,."Yes, but not completely. Maybe a little. But surely you

didn't think that I. . .".He gave a sharp look at his staff, which leaned in the corner behind the door. He put the eggs in the larder, ate an apple

quickly because he was hungry, and took his staff. It was yew, bound at the foot with copper, worn to silk at the grip. Nemmerle had given it to

him..In the Archipelago, men built ships and women built houses, that was the custom; but in building a."It won't do," he said, talking to himself in

Hardic, and then he said, "I can't do it." Then he said, "I can't do it by myself."."They said you should give me my name," said Dragonfly. "Father

fell to raging. So that's that."."And you asked me, What can you tell me that could make me trust you?".her something to say that, yet when she had

said it she felt released, untied too. What was she.Where his boat is rowing.The name and office of archmage were invented by Halkel, and the

Archmage of Roke was a tenth."I've been there.".said, and Azver nodded..She lived with Medra in his small house not far from the Net House,

though she spent many days.perfectly chaste, though he laughed at himself a little for it..spongy plastic. It did not look like a shower, either. I felt
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like a Neanderthal. I quickly undressed,.shod, a thin brown man with dark eyes and hair so fine and thick it shed the rain. It was

raining.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (41 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].had come close enough to know that it was surrounded by prisoning spells that would sting

and.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (84 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM]."I've been coming doing business here some ten years," he said, looking Irioth up and down. "A man."No," he said, taking no offense, perhaps

not understanding, "Of course it wasn't. I beg your pardon," she said..He came back in the evening, lamer than ever, for of course San had walked

him clear out into the Long Fields where most of his beeves were. Nobody had horses but Alder, and they were for his cowboys. She gave her guest

a basin of hot water and a clean towel for his poor feet, and then thought to ask him if he might want a bath, which he did. They heated the water

and filled the old tub, and she went into her room while he had his bath on the hearth. When she came out it was all cleared away and wiped up, the

towels hung before the fire. She'd never known a man to look after things like that, and who would have expected it of a rich man? Wouldn't he

have servants, where he came from? But he was no more trouble than the cat. He washed his own clothes, even his bedsheet, had it done and hung

out one sunny day before she knew what he was doing. "You needn't do that, sir, I'll do your things with mine," she said..dragons are "creatures of

wind and fire," who drown if plunged under the sea. But they have no.light?" But he could not. He crawled in the dark till the sound of water was

loud and the rocks.She looked at me almost with pity. But I was stubborn..arms and breasts were submerged in a fluffy cloud; she entered his

embrace; they danced. They.me the guest book; I signed it and rode up, holding a small, triangular ticket. Someone -- I have.Havnor, gathering its

tributaries on the way. Eighty ships sailed past Ark and Ilien on a true and."I think they fear them too," said Veil..morning, hot, the summer

sunlight filtering through the leaves in a thousand shades of green. A."Shall we go?" he said to the cowboy, who set off at once with a wave to Gift

and a snort from his.town at the head of a bay that opened out eastward, and beyond it the high line of the sea's edge.shorter woman looked with

her fierce eyes at Medra. "Stay if you will," she said..there. Now come with me," he said to Irian.."Ah, that," Medra said, rueful.."I do want you to

stay. But don't stay! You're a finder, you have to go find. It's only that agreeing on the Way-or the Rule, Waris wants us to call it-is twice the work

of building the House. And causes ten times the quarrels. I wish I could get away from it! I wish I could just walk with you, like this... And I wish

you wouldn't go north."."Twice.".platforms and tunnels, after the unbearably shrill incandescent vegetation of the streets, the light.a.b.e-book v3.0 /

Notes at EOF.Its owner was one of four men who called themselves Master of Iria. The other three called him.incredible happened to him: his fur

coat wilted before my eyes, collapsed like a punctured.few steps he doubled over and vomited on the ground.."That I'm a fool."."Dark is bad," said

the Patterner. "Eh?"."I'm going now," I announced. She did not speak. I wanted to add something -- a few.He traveled far in the Archipelago, even

out into the East Reach. He never went to the same town or island twice without years between, letting his trail grow cold. Even so he began to be

spoken of. The Child Taker, they called him, a dreaded sorcerer who carried children to his island in the icy north and there sucked their blood. In

villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children about the Child Taker, as an encouragement to distrust strangers..Ember and to whom the

memory was much clearer, told it to him fully. Ember sat with them,.Hound smiled. "They haven't undone what you did yet, either," he said. "Old
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