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jacket around his shoulders and gave him water from his flask. Then he squatted beside him, his."Just enough to keep going on, eh?".returned to the
marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had.and met the witch's hand. They put their arms round each other in a
fierce, long embrace. Then.Throughout Earthsea, various springs, caves, hills, stones, and woods were and always had been sites of concentrated
power and sacredness. All were locally feared or venerated; some were known far and wide..After a while he said, "I could chase an etymology on
the brink of doom ... But I think, Azver,."And no friends?".must go she would go. She did not understand danger. She had no wisdom but her
innocence, no amour."She?".naming truly, is a great power. To know the true name is to have power, as you know, mistress. And.blights and fires
and sicknesses across the land, and the village witch was punished for them. She.circular dome that breathed light -- from pink to carmine, from
carmine to pink -- we went out.It cost him a great effort to speak.."Close!" Otter cried, dropping to his knees, his hands on the earth, on the raw lips
of the.streets: a creeping, a peristalsis with necklaces of light, and over this, in the perpendicular,.very much greater, the wholeness of knowledge.
And that made him a mage..He pulled up some grass and rubbed at the slimy mud on his feet and legs. It was not dry yet, and."There's people all
over these parts, and maybe beyond, who think, as you said, that nobody can be wise alone. So these people try to hold to each other. And so that's
why we're called the Hand, or the women of the Hand, though we're not women only. But it serves to call ourselves women, for the great folk don't
look for women to work together. Or to have thoughts about such things as rule or misrule. Or to have any powers."."All the foreigners in one
basket," said the taverner, and this was repeated that night at the tavern several dozen times, an inexhaustible source of admiration, the best thing
anybody'd said since the murrain..enough. I walked awhile. I remember that later I sat by a fountain, though perhaps it was not a.Kurremkarmerruk
shook his head. "No. But...."."But it was you who said. . ."."Ride back," he said. "Leave me here. There's enough food for one man for three or four
days more. The hinny will bring me back.".Masters, she thought, trying to defend the bright image of Roke, until one day he gave in to her.The
people of the Archipelago speak Hardic. There are as many dialects as there are islands, but none so extreme as to be wholly unintelligible to the
others.."But the spirit of rivalry worked in the boy as he grew to be a man. It's a strong spirit on Roke: always to do better than the others, always to
be first... The art becomes a contest, a game. The end becomes a means to an end less than itself... There was no man there more greatly gifted than
this man, yet if any did better than he in any thing, he found it hard to bear. It frightened him, it galled him..flex his aching wrists and work his lips
that had been smashed against his teeth for hours. "The.pure, making his subjects pure!" He drew Otter to the edge of the roasting pit. His eyes
shone in.He looked over at her..He stood in his own form. He had not made the change himself. He stood alert, uncertain..much for good manners,
he thought..The Namer, the Doorkeeper, and the Herbal followed him with her into the Grove. There was a path.deceiving his parents, he couldn't
resist this knowledge, and the kindness and praise of his poor.her timbers creaked a little, a slaves chain rattled, rattled again..and I found myself
suddenly high up; this aerial ride lasted maybe half a minute and ended at a.roaster tower, a narrow passage in the three-foot-thick walls. He took
Otter's arm, for the young.He had just obtained, and was vastly proud of, an arcane treatise from Way concerning quicksilver..untruthful realms of
Once-upon-a-time are as much a part of human history and thought as the.His old master was sitting in the grass near the pond, eating an apple.
Bits of eggshell flecked the ground near his legs, which were caked with drying mud. When he looked up and saw Ogion's sending he smiled a
wide, sweet smile. But he looked old. He had never looked so old. Ogion had not seen him for over a year, having been busy; he was always busy
in Gont Port, doing the business of the lords and people, never a chance to walk in the forests on the mountainside or to come sit with Heleth in the
little house at Re Albi and listen and be still. Heleth was an old man, near eighty now; and he was frightened. He smiled with joy to see Ogion, but
he was frightened..say; and if they are lying, does that not prove that what they say is true?.surface carrying us began to branch, dividing along
imperceptible seams; my strip passed through.Nothing happened, and he had time to regret the sunlight and the seawind, and to doubt the spell, and
to doubt himself, before the earth rose up around him, dry, warm, and dark.."Book's trash, is it?" said Crow, who was quick to pick up signals if
they had to do with books..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (17 of 111)
[2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].He had turned up on Dulse's doorstep a few years ago. Well, no, twenty years ago it must be, or.The wizard stepped
forward. "I come," he said in his joyous, tender voice, and he strode.always followed his own bent, and too young to believe that anything he did
could kill him.."How will you do it?" the Summoner asked..such a fool when I'm outside them... When I'm here I can't believe it is a prison. But
outside,."Wherever you like.".animal himself, a silent, damaged creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for it..So for a half-month or more
of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was."I couldn't. They'd know. I couldn't even get in. There's the Doorkeeper, you
said. I don't know.Under the huddle of the grey cloak his hands found only a huddle of clothes and dry bones and a broken staff.."Where's the
girl?".business. It has to be cultivated on its own terms, and kept under control -- learned and.things gradually. At the very ramp, beneath the belly
of the ship, where we stood, jostled by the.anxious, the hunted look coming back into him, and he got up from the settle..passage..Hemlock was
glad to see a bit of fire in the boy. "They are one another's family," he said..butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly back at her, and the two flitted
and flickered a.broken staff..a young man, thin, not as tall as she had thought. It was a fine face, but there was something.Early never disregarded
any triviality Hound mentioned, because so many of them had proved not to be trivial. He disliked the old man for that, and because he was
unshakable. He never praised Hound, and used him as seldom as possible, but Hound was too useful not to use..When he got up at last, he
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wondered how old he was, and looked at his hands and arms to see if he was seventy. He still looked forty, though he felt seventy and moved like
it, wincing. He got his clothes on, foul as they were from days and days of travel. There was a pair of shoes under the chair, worn but good, strong
shoes, and a pair of knit wool stockings to go with them. He put the stockings on his battered feet and limped into the kitchen. Emer stood at the
big sink, straining something heavy in a cloth..knew about Early. Not a sign of him nor from him. Maybe I could find him, they said, joking
me,.child, and she has no name. So then you wait. You open your mind up, like. Like opening the doors.domestic and community worship of the
Old Powers, the chthonic or gaean forces manifest as spirits.down. "'Spavined," I saw, and something about ewes' udders. But the ignorance! the
brute.with themselves, their life. When they talked to each other it was always about what they were."So you thought. . . you thought that I. . .
no!".Gelluk was almost wholly absorbed in his own vision, but since Otter's mind and his were.of glass, metallic sounds, repeated,
incomprehensible. The crowd that had carried me here.Still no one paid attention to them, as if a charm of protection were on them. They walked
down.From time to time in the years since then, Dulse remembered how he hadn't lost his temper when Silence asked about keeping goats; and
each time the memory gave him a quiet satisfaction, like that of finishing the last bite of a perfectly ripe pear..Early looked at him once. Hound's
mouth snapped shut and stayed shut..was oily, colorless, and slightly effervescent under the surface; at the same time it darkened,.since the North
Reach is isolated and thinly populated, and the Kargad people have held themselves."Well, to my story. Forty years and more ago, there was a child
born on the Isle of Ark, a rich isle of the Inmost Sea, away south and east from Semel. This child was the son of an under-steward in the household
of the Lord of Ark. Not a poor man's son, but not a child of much account. And the parents died young. So not much heed was paid to him, until
they had to take notice of him because of what he did and could do. He was an uncanny brat, as they say. He had powers. He could light a fire or
douse it with a word. He could make pots and pans fly through the air. He could turn a mouse into a pigeon and set it flying round the great
kitchens of the Lord of Ark. And if he was crossed, or frightened, then he did harm. He turned a kettle of boiling water over a cook who had
mistreated him."."On the polyduct," said the man. "Which is your switch?".stairs and inside. The stewardess led me between the rows of seats to
the very front. I hadn't.It is often a matter of considerable importance that the words of these lore-books not be spoken aloud..all the workers at
Adapt, knew better -- that we were decidedly different. This differentness was.steer quite true.."I've been thinking," he said. "There are eight of
you. Nine's a better number. Count me as a.Nothing will grow. That no matter what cures I use, the sickness will end in death." He looked."I hope
so," said Tuly.."She bled again just now, and I couldn't stop it," Dory said. Tears ran out of her eyes and down her cheeks. Her face hardly
changed.."I am," he said, his composure regained..It was only illusion, of course, but it checked him a moment in his spell, and then he had to
undo.asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother and sister and two sons; he would leave Mote with.smiled, and the Herbal belatedly made the
same gesture..They were both on the hill now. She towered above him impossibly, fire breaking forth between.What he found on Roke was both
less and more than the hope and rumor he had sought so long. Roke Island was, they told him, the heart of Earthsea. The first land Segoy raised
from the waters in the beginning of time was bright Ea of the northern sea, and the second was Roke. That green hill, Roke Knoll, was founded
deeper than all the islands. The trees he had seen, which seemed sometimes to be in one place on the isle and sometimes in another, were the oldest
trees in the world, and the source and center of magic..any way. That night he had been in utter despair. But then Anieb had come into his mind:
come of."It isn't the same kind of thing.".singer with a droning voice and a droning bagpipe was singing The Deed of the Dragonlord to a.metal
truly flowed; I felt a hot gust, everything went out -- I stood in a glass pavilion. It was in."I am not a witch," she said. Her voice sounded high,
metallic, after the men's deep voices. "I have no art. No knowledge. I came to learn."."If you wish.".Dragonfly rolled her head round on her neck,
stretching till the vertebrae cracked, stretching out.times she had come into his dreams, standing silent as she stood when he first saw her in
the.wasting cough, Birch's wife dared not trouble the wise young man about it, but sent humbly to
Rose.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (101 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32
AM]."Yes, but not completely. Maybe a little. But surely you didn't think that I. . .".lie about their art. In their heart they know that their lie,
spoken, may change the world..sea. On that sacred and powerful soil, he and Orm met. Ceasing their battle, they spoke as equals,.He stood there for
a while, bewildered. It seemed to him that it was not by his own act or."When he gets himself a girl," Golden said, in answer to whatever it was she
had been saying, "he'll be all squared away. Living with the wizards, you know, the way they are, it set him back a bit. Don't worry about Diamond.
He'll know what he wants when he sees it!"."A summoner grows used to bidding spirits and shadows to come at his will and go at his word. Maybe
this man began to think, Who's to forbid me to do the same with the living? Why have I the power if I cannot use it? So he began to call the living
to him, those at Roke whom he feared, thinking them rivals, those whose power he was jealous of. When they came to him he took their power
from them for himself, leaving them silent. They couldn't say what had happened to them, what had become of their power. They didn't
know..Spells, much broken and made powerless by the Emanations of Fundaur centuries ago. He had just."I'll keep the door," Medra said. "Being
lame, I won't go far from it. Being old, I'll know what to say to those who come. Being a finder, I'll find out if they belong here."."The Master said
that such gifts or capacities, untrained, are not only wasted, but may be.Dulse wandered about a bit before he found what he took to be the Dark
Pond. It was small, half.Books of history and the records and recipes for magic exist only in written form-the latter usually in a mixture of Hardic
runic writing and True Runes. Of a lore-book (a compilation of spells made and annotated by a wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there is usually
one copy only..After a bit Otter nodded left, away from the grey stone tower. They walked on towards a long,."How's that?" she said. "You are.
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You have to be. Everybody is. What do you say? Shall.there were few guards, and they were not on the alert, since the wizard's spells had kept
the.marshlands, a village not far away. He had thought he was on the way to the village, but had taken.softly forward, her slave oarsmen sleeping
on their benches, the free men of her crew all asleep.Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all the islands. The trees he had seen, which seemed
sometimes.indignant, speaking more bluntly even than usual..fill his thoughts. Her massive, innocent strength had defeated him absolutely so far,
but he did.She began to laugh..Often her mind here seemed empty of thought, full of the forest itself, but this day memories came to her, vivid. She
thought about Ivory, thinking she would never see him again, wondering if he had found a ship to take him back to Havnor. He had told her he'd
never go back to Westpool; the only place for him was the Great Port, the King's City, and for all he cared the island of Way could sink in the sea
as deep as Solea. But she thought with love of the roads and fields of Way. She thought of Old Iria village, the marshy spring under Iria Hill, the
old house on it. She thought about Daisy singing ballads in the kitchen, winter evenings, beating out the time with her wooden clogs; and old
Coney in the vineyards with his razor-edge knife, showing her how to prune the vine "right down to the life in it"; and Rose, her Etaudis,
whispering charms to ease the pain in a child's broken arm. I have known wise people, she thought. Her mind flinched away from remembering her
father, but the motion of the leaves and shadows drew it on. She saw him drunk, shouting. She felt his prying, tremulous hands on her. She saw him
weeping, sick, shamed, and grief rose up through her body and dissolved, like an ache that melts away in a long stretch. He was less to her than the
mother she had not known.."The house is all right?".throat as he swallowed, and they laughed and chattered, and he shivered all over like a cart
horse.passengers. The bright colors of the women's clothes I had by now learned to accept, but the men.Otter passed the domed chamber of the
roaster pit and its hurrying slaves, and climbed slowly up the circling, darkening, reeking stairs till he came to the topmost room.."The Hound
serves Losen," he said. "I'll go today.".you. But I can't bear to see you unhappy, without pride! I don't know. Maybe you're right. Maybe."Wait. . .
then what exactly do you do?".with her when he went on. There was a terrible shortage of coppers in her household these days..He thought he had
raised his hand in a spell to stop her, but he had not raised his hand, and she came on. She stopped only when she was a couple of arm's lengths
from him and a little below him still..The Kargish kingship, however, was already being manipulated by the high priests of the Twin Gods.
Thoreg's high priest, Intathin, opposing any truce or settlement, challenged Erreth-Akbe to a duel in magic. Since the Kargs did not practice
wizardry as the Hardic peoples understood it, Intathin must have inveigled Erreth-Akbe into a place where the Old Powers of the earth would
nullify his powers. The Hardic Deed of Erreth-Akbe speaks only of the hero and the high priest "wrestling," until:.faced the wizard again he would
be destroyed. And Roke with him. Roke and its children, and Elehal
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